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Welcome to 
Breda!
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Breda is both historical and trendy.
The ancestors of our Royal family lived here. And 
when you walk around Breda, you will see evidence 
of its history everywhere you go. Breda Castle, 
Valkenberg park, the old courthouses. Our history 
forms an important part of our identity. It’s great to 
live and work in a city that cherishes its history. 

Breda is also a city that is focusing firmly on the 
future. 
Breda stands for activity, enterprising spirit, creativity, 
rhythm, music. 
We embrace world-famous DJs such as Tiësto and 
Hardwell: both born in Breda and role models for new 
talent that’s being trained in Breda, for talent that 
finds inspiration in Breda. 
We are also proud of our other icons: the impressive 
Grote Kerk (Church of Our Lady), Breda Castle, the 
nature of Mastbos forest and the Markdal valley and, 
of course, football club NAC Breda, with its loyal 
crowd of supporters. An evening at NAC will give you 
an idea of what Breda is all about.

Breda innovates, Breda focuses on progress.
Because there is no progress without knowledge.
The best universities of applied sciences in the 
Netherlands can be found in this city, and even an 
international school. To help young talent to reach 
their full potential. 

Breda is undergoing major development. We are 
welcoming more and more ambitious, new compa-
nies. Increasing numbers of international companies 
are valuing Breda’s favourable location. Because of its 
easy accessibility and central location - close to 
Rotterdam, Eindhoven and Belgium - but also because 
it’s a good place to live and work. 
You will find everything you need in and around 
Breda. Nature, culture, sport, history. A modern 
station area, excellent education and a wide range of 
shops, cafés and restaurants. Thanks to its compact 
city centre most amenities are also within walking 
distance, making Breda pleasant and convenient.

Exuberant Breda is a modern city with a lot of room 
for creativity. There is evidence of this everywhere you 
go: in amazing companies, cultural hotspots and in 
many special events large and small. Because it’s 
people who make the city, both now and in the 
future. It’s great that you will be part of this. 

I am proud to welcome you, and above all, I wish you 
a successful and happy future in our vibrant ‘Pearl of 
the South’.

Enjoy Breda.

Paul Depla
Mayor of Breda
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Breda,  the perfect combination  
of old and new
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Breda’s history
Breda is a municipality and a city in the southern 
part of the Netherlands. The name Breda 
derived from brede Aa (‘wide Aa’) and refers to 
the confluence of the rivers Mark and Aa. As a 
fortified city, the city was of strategic military 
and political significance. Although a direct 
Fiefdom of the Holy Roman Emperor, the city 
obtained a municipal charter; the acquisition of 
Breda, through marriage, by the house of 
Nassau ensured that Breda would be at the 
center of political and social life in the Low 
Countries. In 2002, Breda celebrated its  
750 Anniversary.
Breda has a population of 180,970 in 2015; the 
metropolitan area has a population of 324,812.

Nowadays, Breda is a service oriented economy 
based on business, trade and logistics. A 
growing number of international companies 
choose to establish their head office for Benelux 
operations in Breda. Examples of these companies 
are Abbott, General Electric, ExxonMobil, 
Texaco, Scania, Alfa Laval, Driscoll’s, General 
Motors, Ritchie Bros. Auctioneers, Amgen, 
Galderma and Carl Zeiss. Also, the food industry 
is still largely represented by companies such as 
Hero, Perfetti van Melle, Anheuser-Busch Inbev 

and Royal Cosun. Furthermore, the city is host 
to the headquarters of the Royal Netherlands Air 
Force. Because of its central location between 
the ports of Antwerp and Rotterdam, the city 
also attracts logistics companies and Breda has  
a special focus on the creative industry.

Bird’s eye view  
of Breda 
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Breda in the region West-Brabant is centrally located 
between the mainports of Rotterdam and Antwerp, in 
the middle of European business centers (Amsterdam, 
Brussels, Frankfurt) . The distance to both Rotterdam 
and Antwerp is no more than 55 kilometers.
Breda is as a global hub, linking partners and 
knowledge centers in our global society. 
The geographical location of Breda gives a natural 
advantage. A definite plus, particularly in combination 
with its excellent network of highways and its links to 
the European network of high-speed trains. The 
international airports of Amsterdam, Antwerp and 
Brussels and – even closer – those of Rotterdam and 
Eindhoven can be reached quickly and in comfort. 
Waterways and pipelines criss-cross West-Brabant. All 
these together mean that Breda is truly a multimodal 
hub; a perfect gateway to Europe.

Via a shuttle link, Breda will form a branch of the 
European network of high-speed lines. As a result, 
business centers like Amsterdam and Brussels will be 
less than one hour away, starting at the end of 2009. 
Antwerp and Rotterdam less than 30 minutes away.
With Breda International Airport, Breda even has its 
own business airport!
For international travelers, the airports of Eindhoven, 
Rotterdam and Schiphol, as well as Antwerp and 
Brussels can be reached ‘double quick’ from Breda. 
With Breda International Airport Breda even has its 
own business airport nearby.

8 trains per day

8 trains per day

16 trains per day

16 trains per day

>32 trains per day

>32 trains per day

Amsterdam Centraal

Schiphol

Rotterdam Centraal

Antwerpen Centraal

Brussel Zuid

Breda

Den Haag Centraal

Brecht

Mechelen

Brussel Centraal

Eurostar naar 
London

Parijs

High speed train *

0u59m
0u42m

(* High Speed Alliance maart 2005) www.highspeedalliance.nl

Breda high-speed train

Amsterdam CS - Breda
Schiphol - Breda
Breda - Brussel Zuid

Travelling time

Top position in 
the midst of 
140 million 
consumers  
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Breda enjoys a good location in relation to the 
Randstad, Zeeland and the other towns of 
Brabant. By rail, the city can be reached quickly 
from all directions. Even from Amsterdam Schiphol 
to Breda, the HSL shuttle takes only 54 minutes!

The A16 is a motorway to the north to Rotterdam 
and towards the south to the Belgian border to 
Antwerp. The A27 is also a motorway to the 
north; It connects Breda with Utrecht. Furthermore, 
the A58 connects Breda with Tilburg, Eindhoven 
and Germany.
Breda has two railway stations, Breda and 
Breda-Prinsenbeek. The new station area in the 
city center (www.viabreda.nl) is a major invest-
ment project in Breda. This new building is 
planned to open in September 2016.

Buses are operated by Arriva. There are four kinds 
of buses in Breda: citybuses, regional, Volans and 
long-distance. Citybuses drive only within Breda 
(sub-12 numbers), regional buses provide 
connections to nearby towns and cities, Volans 
buses are more luxurious buses driving to 
Etten-Leur and Oosterhout (31x and 32x-buses), 
and long-distance ‘Brabantliners’ connecting both 
Gorinchem and Utrecht with Breda (401, 402). 
There is also one Zealandish busline (19) which 
connects Breda with Hulst and Antwerp, operated 
by Connexxion.

Comfortable 
access  

0,5h 1h 1,5h 2h

Amsterdam

Rotterdam

Utrecht
The Hague

Essen

Dusseldorf

Duisburg

Arnhem

DortmundAntwerp

Gent

Brussels

Eindhoven

Breda

Lille

A16

Nederland

België

Duitsland
A27

A58

A16
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International  
dynamics
Breda’s international orientation goes way back 
into the country’s history. After the fall of 
Antwerp (1585), the city became the focal point 
for dignitaries, freethinkers and the cultural 
elite. Among them were also the forefathers of 
our royal house. Not only did this period leave 
behind tangible reminders in the city, such as 
the Grote Kerk, but its influence on the 
mentality of the people is equally strong. From 
way back, Breda has switched between worlds, 
countries and cultures. Training courses have an 
international orientation. The corporate sector 
originates from every corner of the world and 
their core business and business operations are 
often transnational. The link with the HSL 
network makes it increasingly easy to keep up 
international contacts. And of course Breda 
International Airport is perfect for business flights.

Breda and the rest of Europe know how to find 
each other even without this rapid rail link. The 
cooperation between Breda and other cities has 
regularly been expressed in the relations with 
Poland, South Africa and China.
Breda enjoys a growing community of expats 
and internationals. Award winning universities 
of applied sciences Avans (www.avans.nl) and 
NHTV (www.nhtv.nl) but also ROC West-Brabant  
(www.rocwb.nl) and De Rooi Pannen 
(www.derooipannen.nl) for vocational education 
are taking smart advantage of this. They too are 
extending their ‘radius of action’ through this 
interaction and are managing to attract 
increasing numbers of international students. 

In 2016 Avans and NHTV were awarded  
‘best’ universities of applied science in the 
Netherlands.
Breda is also very proud of the International 
School (www.isbreda.nl) which started in 2011 
in Breda and already needs a new facility now 
to expand!

With the arrival of all these international 
assets, Breda is now moving in international 
circles, as it were, and the number of business 
and recreational visits to the city, from both at 
home and abroad, are increasing. 

Therefore Breda is a partner of Holland Expat 
Center South (www.hollandexpatcenter.com), 
so internationals here can easily and rapidly 
follow the immigration procedure. Also the 
services of HECS makes the transition to one’s 
new home in the South Netherlands as smooth 
as possible.

The Little English Library is a Breda (NL)-based 
not-for-profit project supporting young English 
speakers and young English Language 
Learners. The project was founded at the end 
of 2013. It all started off with the simple idea 
of creating a free library service for English 
children’s books for all children who speak 
English or who are learning English in & 
around Breda.
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 Breda     Region West-Brabant    Netherlands

>> Liveability

>> In 2015, Inhabitants of Breda 
give a 7,5 for the quality of life 
in the neighborhood    

>> Number of residents 
01-01-2016

181,601
Source: GBA

Source: CBS

Source: GBM

Source: Leefbaarom
eter

>>  Population pyramid  01 - 01 - 2016 

>>  Level of education of the labor force 2014  

 

>>  Top 5 of visit motives   

Facts and figures

7,5

>> In 2015, inhabitants of Breda 
give a 7,8 for the city center   
    

7,8
Fun-

shopping

Lunch/
dinner

Terrace

Nightlife

Citywalk
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80000

60000

40000

20000

0
 2013 2014 2015

 78625 80425 81095

 Rental                          Owner-occupied house

110000

100000

90000

80000

70000

60000
 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015  
                 progn.
                 2016

Source: Evaluatie Factor C 

Source: werkgelegenheidsenquête        

Source: werkgelegenheidsenquête, 01-04-2015 

Source: 
BAG,- WOZ 
registraties

Source: Locatus, datum: 04-01-2016

Source: dj MAG top 100

>> Breakdown of the 
shop floor in Breda   

>> Cultural visits in 2014   >> Housing stock    
 

>> Hospitality, entertainment, 
pubs in Breda    
   

>> Employment in Breda 2000-2015, 
expected figures in 2016    
   

>> Number of jobs >> oustanding 
vacancies  

1,284

>> 2 DJ’s from Breda in the top 10: 

dj Hardwell and dj Tiësto  
   

Source: Erfgoedmonitor  

>> 546 monuments

20000

15000

10000

5000

0

17250

 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016*

Source: LISA  

>> Business: number of companies 

>> Education in Breda 

505

1. Big stages

Chassé Theater 315,000

Center for the Arts 40,000 visitors 

4,200 students

Library Breda 43,000 members 

590,000 visitors

850,000 digital visitors

‘Culture store’ 21,000 students PO/VO

Breda’s Museum 42,800

Moti 37,500

Mezz 65,000

Grote Kerk 60,000 stage activities  

120,000 visitors

Bloos Stage 15,000

2. Festivals and events

Breda Jazz Festival 250,000

Graphic Design Festival Breda (GDFB) 100,000

Breda Photo 80,000

Breda Barst 36,000

Open Monuments 17,000

3. Companies and production houses

De Stilte 70,000

Muzipo 5,800

Club Solo (vh Lokaal 01) 2,000

4. Technical facilities

PoB 25,000

Clib visits not possible

FTWB visits not possible

5. Other cultural institutions

KOP 60,000

Idfx 25,500

Electron 15,000

Spanjaardsgat festival 12,000

KAM 11,000

Culture night 7,500

Number of jobs 99,324

 Fulltime: 80,751

 Parttime: 15,852

 Flexible: 2,721

Source: Locatus

Vacancy

Daily Goods

Fashion and Luxery

Leisure

Home and Garden

Retail

 

m2 shop floor

45 10 19 7 2 1 1
Primary
schools

Special need
schools

Secundary
schools

Vocational
schools

Universities 
of applied
sciences

Military
university

International
school

18%6%

48% 16%

8%
4%
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With over 23,000 HBO (higher professional 
education) students, Breda is getting the allure 
of a real student city. With the wide-ranging 
courses on offer, the colleges of applied 
sciences, Avans and NHTV have a strongly 
supra-regional catchment area. The exclusive 
training on offer, including a state of the art 
game academy, attracts students from all over 
the country and even beyond. The same applies 
to the NLDA (Defense Academy). Trade and 
Logistics are at the heart of numerous courses. 
The different Masters programs have an 
international scope, such as ASIS, Avans  
School of International Studies, where trade 
with Asia and Latin America are among the 
subjects taught. 
The colleges of applied sciences work closely 
with the traditional universities in Brabant and 
make every effort to acquire full university status 
for their (sub)courses. One in every three 
students in higher professional education goes 
on to university. 

The training institutes encourage entrepreneur-
ship in their students by means of apprenticeship 
sponsors and by taking up specific develop-
ments, together with the corporate sector. The 
cooperation between education and the 
corporate sector is taking on increasing shape 
particularly when it comes to the spearheads 
‘knowledge-intensive and creative industry’, 
logistics, maintenance and Biobased Economy. 

ROC West-Brabant is one of the best of its kind 
in the Netherlands when it comes to MBO 
(intermediate vocational education) programs. 
There is intensive cooperation with the corporate 
sector at every vocational level. Within the 
region, a very wide range of courses are 
available. A few programs, such as those for 
maintenance, and aircraft maintenance in 
particular, attract students from all over the 
country. The drop-out rate is relatively low. There 
is an upward trend in students going on to HBO 
follow-up training. 

For the many young people and students, Breda 
seems to be one big campus. This compact city 
has everything they need within arm’s reach. 
Study, sport and ´nightlife´ go together well here.
   

Studying, working and 
living in Breda 



W
e

lc
o

m
e

 t
o

 B
re

d
a

!

1 3

A great place 
to live
The residential consumer is well served: a large 
number of homes – houses and apartments – are 
added to the existing stock at a variety of locations, 
varying in design and in different price classes. In 
short, the city stacks up well as a place to live. The 
residential locations Wagemakerspark, Nieuw 
Wolfslaar, Chassé Park and Nieuwe Mark are 
characteristic of the quality Breda has to offer. Also in 
Via Breda, Teteringen and the planned expansion at 
Bavel, there is an aim to create distinctive residential 
environments. 

It is possible to live comfortably and stylishly in and 
around Breda in different price classes. There are 
good opportunities for advancing on the housing 
ladder, so residential progress is just as feasible as 
favorable career development. Anyone who literally 
wants to realize their own dream home has plenty of 
opportunities to manage its construction themselves. 
For a more temporary place to stay, the rental market 
offers some good solutions. 
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It’s the municipalities responsibility to support 
the people who cannot manage on their own: 
youth care, assistance with work and care, and 
support for the elderly and people with 
disabilities. Together with care and welfare 
organizations Breda ensures that people get the 
care they need. The municipality has made 
arrangements with ‘Zorg voor elkaar Breda’ 
(care and support), CJG Breda (youth care) and 
ATEA Group (assistance with work).

The municipality is investigating where help and 
support could be better and where innovation 
or renewal is possible. Where organizations  
and individuals can work better together.  
The situation of the individual resident focus  
is always on.
Details are available on the website of the 
municipality of Breda (in Dutch): http://www.
breda.nl/familie-zorg-welzijn/zorg-werk-jeugd/
breda-doet/aanpak-breda-doet-2016-2018

Via www.breda.nl/kaart you can find all kinds of 
facilities and amenities in Breda, in many areas.

New building Amphia hospital
In the coming years, Amphia builds on a new 
and renovated hospital Molengracht in Breda. It 
will be a future-proof, modern hospital, where 
the highest quality care can be provided, with 
attention to a high level of training. The 
emphasis is on providing complex medical 
specialist care with personal attention to 
patients and the people around them. Sustaina-
ble where possible and as flexible as possible in 
order to respond effectively to future changes in 
health care. But above all to provide a safe 
environment for patients and of course an 
enjoyable workplace for employees and medical 
specialists. www.amphia.nl

Care, in every sense 
of the word
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Breda has a cozy center with a lot of historic 
monuments. Sit on a terrace or find yourself 
shop-gazing. From the Market you get into all 
sorts of fun streets.
The main shopping areas of Breda are the city 
centre and the southern part of Breda. Known 
shopping centres are De Barones and ‘t Sas. 
Major shopping streets are the Eindstraat, 
Veemarktstraat, Ginnekenstraat, Wilhelmina-
straat and Ginnekenweg. A market is held on 
the Grote Markt every Tuesday and Friday from 
9 AM to 1 PM.  
A book and antique market is held on Wednes-
day from 9 AM to 5 PM.

The city center contains old buildings and 
portions of the singels (moats) and the harbour. 
Focal point is the Grote Markt, the main square 
with pubs and sidewalk cafes. Around the Grote 
Markt and the Havermarkt, but also in Ginne-
ken, there are many cozy pubs and restaurants 
to enjoy night life.   
Park Valkenberg is a major public park, halfway 
between the main railway station Breda and the 
Grote Markt.
Major historic buildings include:
•  The Grote Kerk or Onze Lieve Vrouwe Kerk 

(Church of Our Lady), a major example of the 
Brabant style of gothic architecture.

•  The Castle of Breda.
•  The Begijnhof, a Beguinage.
•   Saint Anthony’s Cathedral (Sint-Antoniuska-

thedraal), the cathedral church of the Roman 
Catholic Diocese of Breda.

•  City hall.
•   The Spanjaardsgat, a 16th-century water gate.

Breda is very proud of the Hotel Nassau Breda, 
Autograph collection. This new Marriot Hotel is 
scheduled to open in May 2016. The 95 room 
hotel is located in Breda, in the Nieuwstraat and 
will have a substantial F&B operation.

Things to see and to do: 
https://www.facebook.com/stappenshoppen076

Shopping and leisure fun  
in the historic city center
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Culture and 
events in 
Breda
Popstage Mezz and the Chassé Theater  
(the third theater in the Netherlands) attract 
audiences from outside the region with its 
shows, which include a lot of try-outs of 
national tours. MOTI, Museum of the Images, 
expresses the graphic design character of 
Breda. Holland Casino’s biggest premises are 
in a former monastery. Breda Museum 
regularly holds exhibitions in the Grote Kerk 
(Church of Our Lady) and reaches a large nati-
onal audience with its own temporary 
exhibitions. The range of cinemas can easily 
stand up to comparison with that of cities like 
Rotterdam and Tilburg. The annual calendar 
of events attracts many visitors. 

Music festivals: Jazz Festival, Breda Barst, 
Breda Live, Dancetour, Kings Day, Spanjaards-
gat Concert.

Familiy events: Valkenbergconcerten, Braderie 
Ginneken, Carnaval, Christmas event
Theme events: Red Hair Day, Strip festival, 
ART Breda.

Sport events: Singelloop, Outdoor Brabant 
(equestrian), Breda Future (tennis), Wings for 
Life Worldrun, Eneco Tour.
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Outdoor
In January 2015 the Leisure Park Breepark has started 
building activities on the southern side of Breda. An 
indoor and outdoor events facility, combined with retail 
trade outlets according to the principle of try and buy, 
with sport and experiencing nature as the theme. Sport, 
relaxation and culture all year round. Over 15 hectares 
for sports, Kinepolis cinema, and a trade fair and 
congress center for business activities, trade exhibitions 
and concerts. www.breepark.nl

There are only a few large cities in the Netherlands 
surrounded by so many forests and areas of natural 
beauty as Breda! If you want to get away from the 
hustle and bustle of the city, you can swap it for a bit of 
country life in as much as 4,000 hectare of forest and 
scenic areas that surround Breda. More information 
about hiking and cycling is available on websites such as 
that of the www.vvvbreda.nl

Tip: the Mark Valley stretches from the south of Breda  
all the way into Belgium. The Mark, which was canalised 
in the late sixties, is now a nature development area.  
A number of years ago, the river was returned to its 
natural form with bends, and steep banks and fish 
ladders have been introduced to attract sand martins 
and all sorts of fish. Thanks to the separated cycle tracks 
and footpaths, this magnificent area is perfect for a tour 
by bike or on foot.
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Sports in 
Breda
Sports lovers can really have fun in Breda and 
the surrounding area, when it comes to both 
professional and recreational sport. NAC Breda 
is a Jupiler-league soccer club. As for hoc-
key-density, Breda heads all the lists, with three 
top clubs – Breda, Push and Zwart-Wit - and a 
few smaller ones in the nearby villages. For 
athletics, Sprint is a club with a wonderful 
location in the Mastbos (woods). Rowing can be 
done both in and around the city. For tennis and 
golf, Breda and the surrounding area offer 
plenty of opportunities. At the Sport boulevard, 
there is an indoor ice skating hall and all kinds 
of indoor sports facilities. For those who enjoy 
swimming, there are both indoor and outdoor 
pools in Breda and the surrounding area, 
although the range of facilities is a bit limited for 
the really serious swimmer.  
The woods and the landscape around Breda are 
very inviting for running, cycling, rowing and 
canoeing. Breda itself has a small marina, but 
there are countless opportunities for various 
water sports elsewhere in West Brabant. 

To find sports clubs in Breda, visit 
www.sportpleinbreda.nl
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The Grote 
Markt

A magnificent 
multifunctional 
square; a bit like 
Breda’s ‘lounge’. 
There is always 
lots going on yet 
it’s a place to relax too. The many pavement 
cafes, with their parasols and heating, offer 
hospitality to those visiting the city center in 
both the summer and winter. Where better to 
take a break from shopping or work and enjoy 
people-watching than at the foot of the 
monumental Grote Kerk. Or be moved by a 
wedding couple outside the historic City Hall. 
And what about the ambience of the general 
market, held on Tuesdays and Fridays; and the 
bric-a-brac and book market on Wednesdays. 

’t Sas

Just a stone’s throw from the Grote Kerk you 
will find this small-scale residential and shopping 
quarter, which is striking because of its 
far-from-everyday character. Exclusive stores 
attract clients from all over the Netherlands and 
Belgium. Stores and the residential premises 
above them were built around a magnificent 

inner square. From the terrace, visitors have a 
view of the store windows and the steeple of 
the Grote Kerk. One of the two entrances is 
formed by the exclusive, also small-scale, Bliss 
hotel and the neighboring top-class restaurant 
Chocolat. 

Harbor and Nieuwe Mark

Peat-bargeman Adriaen van Bergen put Breda 
into the history books for all time thanks to his 
trick with the peat barge at the time of the 
Spanish rule in the 16th century. The ‘Span-
jaardsgat’ at the Castle of Breda serves as a 
constant reminder of this. The harbor has been 
reopened, the city’s river the Nieuwe Mark is 
flowing again close to the historic heart of the 
city. Thanks to the attractive layout and its 
distinctive bars and restaurants, it has become 
an economic artery, as it were. With an 
ambiance that attracts lots of visitors, also 
during the many events organized jointly by the 
different entrepreneurs. From skating rink to 
summer boulevard, from jazz to salsa or the 
Spanjaardsgat concert. This area is an experience 
in itself throughout the year. 

Cultural cluster 

On the eastern side of the city center, the 
cultural cluster meshes seamlessly with the 
shopping streets of the ‘dwaalmilieu’. Here, art 
and culture lovers will find the Graphic Design 
Museum, the historic building in which it is 
housed having been modernized and extended 
under the direction of architect Hans van 
Heeswijk, who also put his stamp on the 
Amsterdam Hermitage. In 2008, former Majesty 
Queen Beatrix opened the museum, which is 
unique of its kind and expresses Breda’s status 
as a city of visual culture. Every year, the themed 
exhibitions change. Within walking distance, 
there is Breda’s Museum, which attracts many 
tens of thousands of visitors a year with its 
striking themed exhibitions. The Chassé Theater, 
designed by architect Herman Herzberger and 
one of the busiest theaters in the Netherlands, is 
perfectly in keeping with the historic part of the 
city center. This is due to both the location and 
the many opportunities to combine drama, 
cabaret, musicals, ballet, musical performances 
or film with a museum visit or shopping. Last but 
not least, Holland Casino, housed in a former 
monastery on Chassé Park, definitely belongs in 
this overview. A day out in Breda can be enjoyed 
until the small hours in this unique ambiance. 

Special places in Breda city center

All of the locations mentioned are easily accessible and offer plenty of parking in the immediate vicinity. 

Hotel Nassau Breda
Breda’s heritage rezoned, from 
monastery to luxery lifestyle hotel
Hotel Nassau Breda is an expansive complex of 
various national monuments on one of Breda’s 
oldest streets. Discover the history of this 
extraordinary location. Hotel Nassau Breda offers 
you a one of a kind experience in a passionately 
restored religious historical setting. 
Nieuwstraat is one of Breda’s oldest streets. ‘De 
Nieuwe Strate’ appears on the earliest maps of 
Breda, such as a street plan from 1350. 
Nieuwstraat is therefore one of historical Breda’s 
core streets. Completed in 1410, the first city 
rampart was located behind Nieuwstraat.
The most history is contained in Nieuwstraat 25. 
As early as 1371, the house at that address was 
bought by Jan van Polanen III, Lord of Breda. 
After several generations of legitimate and 
illegitimate sons, the house was inherited in 
1508 by Adriana van Nassau, who was married 
to Dirk van Assendelft, court nobleman and 
‘schout’, a type of sheriff. The house had been 
called Huis Assendelft since about 1530.
In 1849, The Order of Franciscan Sisters settled 
into Huis Assendelft, which they renamed ‘Het 
Liefdegesticht’, the Asylum of Love. Its final 
expansion took place in 1950, when the sisters 
also purchased Huis Waelwijk and gave the 
complex its current basic shape. The convent 
consisting of five national monuments was 
vacant from 1998 until 19 August 2013, when 
the complex was purchased by its current 
owner. Restoration started, and Hotel Nassau 
Breda was officially born on 2 May 2016.
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Welcome 
to Breda, 
favorite 
destination
Anyone who takes to their heart will feel at home 
here and want to return. Relaxed shopping, 
strolling through the authentic ‘dwaalmilieu’ with 
its unique shops and squares; or promenading 
along the new harbor. Making use, en route, of the 
refreshment facilities available. Plenty of choice 
there. It is equally simple to combine this with a 
museum, cinema, theatre or concert. Everything is 
within walking distance: a compact, cleverly 
designed and safe city.

It is the ‘Breda way of life’: working together for 
quality. Getting the best out of yourself and the 
city. Inspiring and encouraging each other. 
Government, business and education; event 
organizers and their many volunteers; local 
residents who welcome visitors to their city with 
pride and pleasure; and companies which enjoy 
doing business here. Together, they deliver on 
expectations.  

Historic, and yet definitely contemporary; chic and 
fun; efficient and friendly; refreshing and spontane-
ous. Everybody enjoys Breda. 

Welcome, we will love showing you around. 

Published by municipality of Breda 
August 2016


	Welcome to  Breda!
	Breda,  the perfect combination  of old and new
	Bird’s eye view  of Breda 
	Top position in  the midst of  140 million  consumers  
	Comfortable  access  
	International  dynamics
	Facts and figures
	Studying, working and  living in Breda 
	A great place  to live
	Care, in every sense of the word
	Shopping and leisure fun  in the historic city center
	Culture and events in  Breda
	Outdoor
	Sports in  Breda
	Special places in Breda city center
	Welcome  to Breda,  favorite  destination

